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~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 
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Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 
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Dear Family: 

 

We have missed a few issues of the Spirit because of the 
medical condition of Frank Flower and his passing. He was the 
father of our Spirit editor, Susie Shelley. We all mourn with her 
loss. We have seen a lot of deaths in our church since January. 

It has been “a time for mourning” as the Book of Ecclesiastes says. Recovery 
from a loved one’s death is a process which takes its own time and we, in all 
honesty, never fully recover because we always miss the one who loved us. I 
am so thankful that Jesus gave us the Holy Spirit to always be with us, and to 
remind us of the presence of the love of the Father and the Son in our lives. 
Pray for those who lost loved ones and walk beside them as they regain their 
relational balance. 

 

Writing of balance, we have been trying to do a balancing act this year with our 
giving and expenses here at church. More people in our church are 
experiencing financial problems, and as a result, the church giving has been 
down. I ask that you keep your church in your prayers as we adjust to our 
decreased giving, and wisdom to each Ministry Chair as they do more with 
less. When one suffers we all suffer because we are connected as the body of 
Christ. 

 

Writing about being connected, we find that each generation in our church 
connects to one another in different ways. Some people connect by paper, 
some by phone calls, some by text messages, e-mails, blogs, etc. As a 
younger generation connects to an older generation, or visa versa, we are 
seeing an increase in disconnection. We need to do a better job at 
communicating, but we also need to be patient with one another as we learn. I 
had to learn to text because that is a less intrusive way of reaching my children, 
rather than phoning them during the day. But boy, does it take time for me to 
“hunt and peck”!  One goal of our staff is to let people know we heard from you, 
whether it is through a Connection form, a sign up, a verbal, etc., we are 
answering, “We received it!” Please let us know when you feel unanswered and 
we will work on our communication. 

 

Well, this article was all over the place; so much is happening. Praise God for 
His Grace! 

 

His child, 
Pastor Steve 

   SPIRIT 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
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“A light heart lives long.” 

— William Shakespeare 

A LIGHT HEART 

PROFILE OF JERRY SUNADA 

BY KATHY AISO 

ith a lighthearted, warm, and 
humorous personality, Jerry Sunada 
[pictured at right with his twins, Jared & 

Sarah] makes people laugh. In 1984, Jerry’s 
superb relational skills helped him get a 
lucrative job offer f rom Pitney Bowes Credit 
Corporation (PBCC), one of  the largest U.S. 
credit companies. Af ter working for PBCC’s 
Torrance branch for two years, Jerry was 
offered a job in management at the 
company’s headquarters in Connecticut. A good salary 
and job awaited him if  he went back to college and got a 
degree in marketing. Af ter consulting with his wife, Leora, 
Jerry decided not to take the job which would require a 
move to the other end of the country where the winters 
were bleak and extremely cold. 

Very content to live in Southern California 

Today, Jerry is happy he did not make the move. He is 
very content living in the sun-drenched South Bay and 
having his family attend GVBC. Although he did not take 
the job with PBCC, he pursued further studies, graduating 
f rom El Camino College with degrees in General Studies 
and Data Processing. Upon transferring to Long Beach 
State University, Jerry earned a B.S. in Business 
Computer Methods in 1992. Today, Jerry works in 
management as an IT Manager for Frank Lanterman 
Regional Center/State Agency for the developmentally 
disabled in L.A. area. It’s a job he’s held for 27 years. 

Come to Me, all who are weary . . . 

The train which Jerry rides to work passes by a Korean 
church where Matthew 11:28 is painted in large letters on 
the building. “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-
laden, and I will give you rest,” became ingrained in his 
mind as he read the verse to and f rom work for years. 
One day, jovial Jerry chuckled and concluded God was 
trying to speak to him through the verse. 

As Jerry pondered it’s meaning, he was reminded of 
God’s faithfulness in carrying our burdens if we only give 
them to Him. When having a diff icult day, Jerry affirms 
this verse by asking the Lord to take his burdens. It has 
made a def inite difference in his life. 

Born in Hawaii 

A native of  the Big Island, Jerry — an only child — grew 
up in Kona. As a Buddhist, he was more involved in the 
church’s community activities such as Japanese School 
and Boy Scouts than religion. As a youth, he displayed 
strong leadership skills. At Konawaena High School 
(KHS), he served as Student Body President. 

Jerry joined the army 

Following high school, Jerry joined the army. He served 
f rom 1975 to 1978. While serving, he learned the skills to 

be a traff ic controller. He was stationed in 
Korea then went to a reserve center in 
Pennsylvania where he trained Army 
Reserve and National Guard. Af ter leaving 
the army, he took the traff ic controller exam 
and passed. He forwent a career as a traff ic 
controller, however, since his job offers 
were at large U.S. airports where burn out of  
traff ic controllers was high. Also, he wanted 
to go back to Hawaii. 

Upon leaving the army, Jerry decided to go to Southern 
California since he had an uncle who lived in Cerritos. His 
service in the army opened the doors for him to get his 
f irst job. He f ixed or installed soda machines all over 
Southern California. He later went to work for credit 
companies until he got his current job. 

A promise to go to church 

Through f riends Jerry met his wife, Leora. Upon meeting, 
both were surprised he knew a lot of Leora’s relatives. 
Both were f rom the Big Island, Hawaii, but on opposite 
ends. Jerry grew up in Kona while Leora grew up in Hilo. 
Before marrying, Leora, who was a Christian, made Jerry 
promise if  they had a family he would attend church. The 
Sunadas married in August 1985. They are the proud 
parents of  Andrew, age 23 and twins, Jared and Sarah, 
age 13. 

Jerry kept his promise to Leora as they searched for a 
church in the late 1980’s. Through an invitation f rom 
Jessie Carerra, whom Leora knew f rom work, they began 
attending GVBC. 

God’s perfect timing 

God had it in His perfect timing for Jerry to hear Pastor 
Ron Matsuda’s [GVBC’s Senior pastor at that time] 
sermon on faith which inf luenced him to become a 
Christian. Just the day before, Jerry argued with Leora 
that believing in God was enough; one didn’t have to do 
anything else to be a Christian. The following day, Pastor 
Ron preached a sermon conf irming just believing is not 
enough. One needed to make it public showing he/she 
accepted and committed his/her life to Christ. As Jerry 
listened to Pastor Ron’s sermon, he felt as if  God was 
directly speaking to him. He accepted Christ with the help 
of  Marianne Matsuda and then he was baptized at GVBC. 

Today, Jerry is an active member of  GVBC. In addition to 
being a Member at Large on the church board, Jerry 
ushers and helps with the Helping Hands Ministry and is 
part of  a Community Group. He was also in the cast of 
the 2011 Christmas musical “The Prodigal Christmas”. 

As funny and lighthearted as Jerry is, he acknowledges 
God gives him more peace. Being able to give God his 
burdens has given him peace of  mind and an even more 
lighthearted outlook on life. 
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APRIL BOARD REPORT 
BY DAVID CHENG, MODERATOR 

Our church has a conditional use permit f rom the City of  Gardena that 
allows us to operate based on a requisite number of  parking spaces.  
Years ago we were able to secure use of the parking lot at Union Bank’s 
Gardena Off ice down the street on Sundays to help fulf ill the parking lot 
space requirement. 

At our April Board meeting, we learned that Union Bank is in the process 
of  reviewing its property holdings.  If  the bank should decide to sell off  
the Gardena Of f ice property, it may affect our parking availability and 
the city could require us to come up with an alternative parking plan in 

order to keep our conditional use permit.  Please keep this matter in prayer as our 
church decides on a course of  action to address this possibility. 

Pastor Daniel Matsuda reported on recent activities in Youth Ministry. The middle 
school and high school youth have been going through a series focusing on the 
attributes of God. The ministry is trying to encourage the middle school students into 
the area of service through ministry projects. The high school ministry is trying to 
develop more leaders among its youth by giving the students opportunities to lead 
discussion groups. Also, for both middle school and senior high, the ministry is 
working on strengthening shepherding. 

Your Board approved a motion to allow the Financial Stewardship Committee to go 
forward with a trial test of  an Online Giving sof tware program. We are recognizing 
many people, especially the younger folks, rarely use checks anymore. Instead, they 
usually make payments online. At the initial stages of  this trial period, members of  
our congregation will be given the opportunity to give to our church through their 
credit cards. More information will be forthcoming shortly. 

Also, in the area of  giving, your Board approved modifying the Seminarian 
Scholarship Golf  program to allow students who are pursuing the Doctor of Ministry 
degree the chance to apply for scholarships. Pastor Annette Kakimoto will be 
studying for this degree at Asuza Pacif ic University starting this summer so our 
church will be able to support her through this program. 

In addition, your Board also passed a motion to allow the establishment of  a 
Continuing Education Fund account so those who would like to designate gif ts to the 
church specif ically for Annette’s educational expenses can do so. 

Pastor Steve Langley reported on a recent meeting which the pastoral staff  had with 
single mothers in our congregation. They represent a growing segment of  our church 
family with their own distinct needs. The pastoral staff  is exploring ways to effectively 
minister to this population within our church. Please pray for the pastoral staff in this 
important endeavor. 

Until next month . . . 
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FAMILY NEWS 

Prayers to our many sister and brothers who have lost loved ones: 
� To Kiyoye Masai and family in the passing of  their husband and father, Harry. The funeral service 

was held on Saturday, March 31 at GVBC and burial was at Green Hills Cemetery. Barry Deguchi 
off iciated. 

� To Danielle Ashimine who is an eighth grader in our middle school ministry. Danielle’s mother, 

Dawn, passed away on Tuesday, March 20. The memorial service was held on Saturday, April 7 at 
the Abundant Life Church in Torrance. 

� To Rex & Linda Hayashi in the passing of Linda’s father, Sam Takemoto. The funeral was held on 

Friday, April 20 at the Gardena Buddhist Church. 
� To Jane Yamamoto and family in the passing of her husband, Henry, who passed away on 

Wednesday, April 25. Private funeral arrangements are pending at press time. 
� To the family of  Ken Miya who passed away on Thursday, April 19. The funeral service will be held 

on Saturday, May 19 at 10:30am at GVBC. Pastor Steve Langley will off iciate. 
� The family of Teri Oishi (a Nichigo member who was residing at Keiro Retirement Home) who 

passed away. The graveside service will be at Green Hills Cemetery on Wednesday, May 30. Pastor 
Steve Langley will be off iciating. 

Baby announcement 
� Congratulations to Brad & Grace Toy in the birth of their triplets who were born at 8:30 a.m. on 

Thursday, March 22. Baby girl Avery was 4 lbs. 1.3 oz. and 15¾ inches long. Baby boy Isaac was 4 
lbs. 12.4 oz. and 18.9” long. And, baby girl Emma was 4 lbs. 3.8 oz. and 15½ inches long. Proud 
grandparents are Ray & Youko Toy. Big brother Noah will have lots of fun helping take care of  his 
new siblings. 

 
 

OUR MISSION FIELD 

Ken and Diane Kudo 

The Kudos returned f rom Spain, feeling uplif ted. They visited two missionaries, Guilherme and 
Celso, who have produced much f ruit with the multiplication of disciples and church planting. 

Guilherme has served as a missionary in Spain for 10 years and Celso for five years. 

The Kudos not only ministered to Guilherme and Celso, but also did ministry with the Spaniards. 
Ken and Diane testif ied to 17 young soccer players, preached in several churches, and taught to 
the leadership of the churches. These churches were pastored by missionary church planters. 

"By standing with us, you played a major role. The impact not only continues, but expands 
exponentially.” 

Thank you for keeping the Kudos and their ministries in your prayers. 

Jim and Leta Van Meter 

The Van Meters are praising God that the Midwest Conference on Missionary Care went really 
well. 

In early to mid-March, the Van Meters ministered at the GAP training in Anaheim. This ministry 
was targeted for missionary teams going to the Middle East. 

From March 19 to April 2, the Van Meters ministered at a "Spiritual Life Retreat" to the OC team in 
South Africa. 

Please pray for the Van Meters and their future destinations. They will attend the Paraclete 
Retreat in Arizona f rom April 10 — 15. This will be followed by time spent in Southern California 
f rom April 16 — 29. 
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Letters to our church family 
� Kenny Park [pictured at lef t with his new hat and f lowers] says hello f rom 

Afghanistan!  Please continue to pray for Kenny as he serves in the military. 
 
 
 
 

� Dear GVBC, Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers sent to Green Hills for Alma Kaneshiro’s 

funeral service (mother-in-law/grandmother). With much love, Naomi, Aubrey, & Lauren Kaneshiro 
� Dear GVBC Family, Thank you so much for all your love, prayers, cards and gif ts, the beautiful f loral 

arrangement, and the wonderful Lomeli’s dinner during the sudden illness and passing of my father, 
Frank Flower (who passed away on Friday, April 20 at the age of  86). It comforts us to know we 
have such a wonderful church family. Love, Susie Shelley family and Nancy Weeks family. 

� Dear GVBC Friends, Thank you so much for the beautiful floral arrangement and your help in 

arranging the service for Edward Hideo Kobata [brother of  Harold Kobata. Edward who passed 
away at the age of  84 on Wednesday, April 2. The memorial service was held on Monday, April 9 at 
GVBC. Pastor Steve Langley off iciated]. Your support has helped make this time a little easier. With 
gratitude, Lorraine, Nelson, and Daryn Kobata and the Kobata family 

� Dear GVBC Family!  Thank you so much for the beautiful f lowers that greeted me when I got into my 

room. Thank you for all your many prayers. They were answered!  I am home and recovering 
quickly. [Jan is also back to work in the church off ice]. Praise God and thanks again. Love, Jan 
Magnani 

� GVBC, Thank you so much for the love and support shown to my family at the sudden passing of 

my mother [Mitsuye Morimoto who passed away on Sunday, April 1. Funeral service was held on 
Saturday, April 14 at GVBC. Pastor Steve Langley officiated]. The beautiful f lowers, Pastor Steve’s 
guidance, and Wendy’s [Nakano] great help in getting the programs printed helped to make the 
celebration of  mom’s life special!  All the prayers of  the church family is also much appreciated. Love 
Joanne Morimoto & family 

� Dear GVBC, Thank you for the beautiful f loral bouquet. It really lif ted my spirits during my hospital 

stay. I passed out twice and was taken to Torrance Memorial. We prayed a lot, especially on the f irst 
day when we did not know the seriousness of  my illness. I’m f ine now. Thanks for your prayers. God 
Bless You, Patsy Kuwata 

� Dear GVBC Family, I want to thank you for the many prayers given for me and my continuing 

recovery f rom the skull f racture. I really appreciated the pastoral staff who came to the hospital to 
encourage me. Thank you for the f loral arrangement, too. I am deeply thankful. Love, Daniel Nagami 

� Dear GVBC, The family of  Ben Ikegami [Paul’s father] would like to thank you for your loving support 

and kind expressions of  sympathy. The Ikegami Family 
� Dear GVBC Thank you for the beautiful flowers and prayers for Sam’s health and speedy recover. 

We appreciate the visits by Pastors Annette Kakimoto & Ron Matsuda. We thank them for their visits 
in the hospital. We appreciate their prayers for Sam. In Christ’s Love, Sam & Helene Shimane 

� Dear GVBC Staf f & Family, Please continue to pray for Ruth Ono’s comfort. She continues to 

decline and weaken, but she is not in pain. Blessings to all at GVBC this Easter Season. Margie 
Ono Jones 

� Dear Friends, On behalf  of  the City of  Gardena, we would like to extend our thanks for the kind 

donation of  $500 [f rom our LOVE fund] to our Emergency Services food pantry. Your thoughtfulness 
makes a difference. The Human Services Division coordinates an Emergency Services Program 
that assists families and individuals with emergency food, bus tokens, crisis counseling and 
information and referrals. For over 33 years, our collaborative efforts have been able to assist the 
ever-growing needs of  the less fortunate in our city. In 2011, we helped approximately 4,371 
individuals. We thank you for your continued support. Deryl Lloyd, Superintendent 
Recreation/Human Services/Building Maintenance by Lydia S. James, Community Services 
Counselor 

(Family News Continued from page 4) 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in the subject line]. You can also contact event leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 
 

 
� City of Gardena Food Pantry 

During the month of May, place non-perishable donations in the brown box in the Narthex. A complete list of 
most needed items is available on the Narthex counter. Please watch expiration dates!  We are also 
accepting checks or cash. Make checks out to GVBC with food pantry on the memo line. 

� Sacred Pathways Adult Class 

Sundays f rom May 13 to June 17 at 8:45 —10:00 a.m., Room 113. Taught by Pastor Annette Kakimoto. Call 
the office for more information or to register. 

� Office Closed Memorial Day Monday, May 28 
� Pastor Ron’s Retirement Party 

Date: Saturday, June 2 
Time: 4:00 pm 
Location: GVBC 
Price $20.00/person (The price includes food, party supplies and a gift for Pastor Ron). 
There's limited space so please RSVP as soon as possible. Registration forms on the Narthex counter. 

� GVBC Short-term Mission Trip to Ensenada, Mexico 
Friday, July 13 to Wednesday, July 18. People 18 years + are invited to participate. We would love to send 
an intergenerational team to serve with our brothers and sisters in Mexico. For more information, pick up an 
application in the Narthex counter. DEADLINE: Registration due by May 13. [NOTE: You will need a 
passport]. 

� Primetimer’s 55+ Trip Events 

•1-day Oak Glen a La Mode & Apple Harvest Tour — Thursday, September 20, approx. cost: $82/person. 
Payment DEADLINE is Sunday, August 19. 
•Palm Springs Follies — Wednesday, November 14, approx. cost: $139/person. Payment DEADLINE is 
Sunday, September 2. 

•For more Info on all Primetimer trips call the office. Please make checks payable to Gardena Valley Baptist 

KidZone Friday Night 
1st thru 5th Grade 
7:00 — 8:30 p.m. 
Community Hall  

 

May 4 — Marble Relay 
May 11 — Hear My Voice 

Game/Mother’s Day 
Craf t 

May 18 — Dodge Bowling 
May 25 — NO MEETING (Memorial 

Day Weekend) 
 
June 1 — Memory Maze 
June 8 — Bring a Friend & Pretzels 

Night/Ogreland 
June 15 — Card Relay/Father’s Day 

Craf t 
June 22 — Sockey 
June 29 — Kickball Basketball 
 

Contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 
689,email: susan@gvbc.net 
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The Spirit is copyrighted © 2012 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683, FAX: (310)768-2783, 
Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, Editor: Susan J. Shelley, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm, 

Nichigo Website: www.gvbc.info. The Spirit is published twice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of the church and to report news about GVBC 
and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 

Issue 8 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, May16. 
Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community 
Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, May 13. 

 

GVBC CHRISTIAN SERVICE SCHOLARSHIP 

This scholarship is given as an encouragement 
to those who use their Spiritual gif ts in Christian 
service. 

Up to $750 will be awarded to applicants fulf illing 
these requirements: 

♦ Be a member or regular attendee of  GVBC. 

♦ Actively serve in a ministry of GVBC, or, for 
students who are living away and cannot attend 
GVBC during the school year, actively serve in a 
church ministry near school. 

♦ Actively attend worship services, or for high 

school seniors, actively attend GVBC’s High 
School Ministry. 

♦ Be, or will be, a part-time or full-time 
undergraduate student in the fall, carrying a 2.5 
(out of  4.0) GPA. 

Applications available in the Narthex. 

Questions?  Contact Wendy Nakano, ext. 672 or 
email her at: 

wendy@gvbc.net [scholarship in subject line]. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

$200,000
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received

Expenses

Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory 

 

FROM  IN LOVING HONOR or MEMORY OF 

Merrick Yoshida and Judy Yoshida 

Jodie & Voltaire Rivera 

Martha Tanji Taro Tanji 

Norman & Susan Naito Ben Ikegami 

Bruce Takahashi Mae Imatomi 

Merrick Yoshida and Kazuko Ishimoto 

Jodie & Voltaire Rivera 

 

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of  loved ones go into the College Scholarship Fund, 
unless specif ied. 
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1630 W. 158th Street 
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Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

 

Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

James Ch ang , Assis tan t Pasto r — Wo rship, ex t. 682 

An n ette Kakimo to, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Lead ership Develop men t, ex t. 680  

Daniel Matsud a, Associate Pastor  — Yo uth, ex t. 681 

Ron  Matsud a, Asso ciate Pastor  — Teaching , ext. 679 

Eiji Osato , Asso ciate Pastor  — Nichigo , ext. 676 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children ’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

J.J . Frey, Worship  Coordin ato r (pt)  

Chri s Kog a, Assistant Pastor—Colleg e, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Lind a Matsud a — Direc tor  Early  Childhood, ext. 683 (pt)  

Layn e Wakuta, Pasto ral In tern  — Junior  High , ex t 684 (pt)  

Peggy Kushig emachi, Fin ancial Assis tan t, ext. 675  

Jan  Magn ani, Secretary, ex t. 671 

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Man ag er , ext. 672 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo  Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt)  

Aubrey  Matsun ami, Chris tian Ed uc. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt)  

Susie Sh elley, Newsletter Editor  ex t. 673 (pt)  

Kevin Hatashi ta, Main ten ance Asst. ( pt)  

So corro  “Co co” Kag awa, Mainten an ce Ass t. (pt)  

Kevin Maed a, Main ten ance Ass t. (pt)  

Gerald  Mayewaki, Main ten ance Asst. (pt)  

An drew Sun ad a, Mainten an ce Ass t. (pt)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45am & 10:45am 

� Nichigo  Jap an ese-sp eaking Service@10:45am San ctuary  
 

Series: Study in John 13:31-17:26 
 

Sunday, May6/Communion 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ The Holy Spirit=John 14:15-31 

 

Sunday, May 13/Mother’s Day 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ The True Vine=John 15:1-17 

 
Sunday, May 20 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ Hate=John 15:18-16:4 
 

Sunday May 27 
Special Presentation 

His Little Feet International Children’s Choir 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 


